Government and  the  Crowd

ment, and if the steps taken in that direction were to be
pursued much further both Great Britain and the United
States would become advanced Crowddoms.

If man were a purely gregarious animal this order of gov-
ernment might suit him well enough. But he is not; not
even in cities. A human society in which every individual
was as wholly enslaved to the crowd as is a bee to the hive
would be an intolerable despotism. A bee all its life long
is in unbroken slavery. Every act of its life is done for
the hive. Its passion of work is used up in the interests
of the community, and that not even mainly of the living
community but of the unborn generation that is to follow
its own. There is nothing in nature so horrible as the
life in a hive of bees. Their industry is a veritable night-
mare of self-abnegation, generation after generation, each
for the next. That is exactly and without exaggeration
the kind of life that every crowd tends to try to generate
among its members and to impose upon them. To such
slavery mankind will not long submit, for in the long run
perhaps the most vital element in each individual is his
ultimate and keen sense of his own separate individuality,
and his desire to realise and express it. Moreover the
higher a man stands in character, gifts, and acquired
excellencies of knowledge and wisdom, among and
above his fellows, so much the keener is his sense of
differentiation from the crowd, and so much the
stronger his desire to escape from crowd thralldom.
As it is the ablest men that are thus the most indi-
vidual and the most resentful of crowd-imposition, and
as one able man can generally outwit a crowd, it follows
that crowddoms pure and simple can never long main-
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